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It is a pleasure to review a book on this timely, essential topic, written by a prolific author both in the field of science education and in the area of general education as well. The author, Professor Vincentas Lamanauskas is from the Department of Education of the University of Siauliai, Lithuania. The title of the book is “Natural Science Education in Contemporary School”. The book is aimed at both mid-career social scientists and those looking for their first position. At the same time the book will be of use for students, graduates, and MEd and DEd students.

The book is divided into many sections in three main chapters: The General Aspects of Natural Science Education Methodology; Primary Natural Science Education: Theory and Practice; Basic and Upper-Secondary Natural Science Education in Lithuanian Comprehensive School. The goal of this edition is to describe the present state-of-art of the science education in Lithuania and it has been successfully done because of the great contribution and hard work of the author in this field. The process of education is participation and anticipation. Teachers and pupils both participate in the process. Teachers and pupils both should have their anticipations. The teachers should understand that their work in school is not just a job – it is a carrier and mission to the socialization of the youth of the country. The students should have the feeling that their stay in school determines and marks their future life and carrier. Reading the book one can understand these simple things. It is very important that the author finds the international context of such problems relevant, and for this reason, the book reflects in a proper extent the educational experience of foreign countries. It seems to be extremely important for countries like Bulgaria, Lithuania and the other former socialist countries. 

The policy of isolationism was a state policy for the countries in the Soviet block. It supposes a vulgar modeling of the freethinking in a narrow zone with solid boundaries of various dogmas. Both hard science and especially soft science have been damaged by this policy. To overcome these bad consequences caused is a very difficult task, because the model format of thinking and writing cannot easily be changed; it often demonstrates its vitality with recidives in other, even unexpected, directions.

The book by Vincentas Lamanauskas proves that a new generation of social scientists has already been grown. It is an event of inestimable value.

All in all, many reform strategies have been introduced in the teacher profession at Lithuanian high learning institutions in recent years, with positive impact nationwide. However, for many historical, cultural, and economic reasons, problems and obstacles remain for all involved. All this is in your hands now. I wish a good success, future, and expanded international audience of this valuable book, of its author, of all the colleagues from the Baltic countries.
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